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The Word became flesh 

—John 1:1-14 

“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary, and became fully human.” Those words roll easily off our lips every time we confess the 

Christian faith in the Nicene Creed. But do you know the intensity of the struggle to formulate that creed? 

Those words are the result of nearly 300 years of the Christian Church working very carefully to try to 

articulate precisely who Jesus is. Those words take what Scripture says about Jesus’ humanity and Jesus’ 

divinity and express in perfect agreement with the Bible exactly who Jesus is and where he came from: “God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God.” 

This Christmas we’ve heard again from Matthew and Luke how Jesus’ birth came to be. We know that 

Jesus’ conception by the Holy Spirit was announced to Mary by the angel Gabriel and confirmed to Joseph 

in a dream. We know that Jesus was born in Bethlehem and laid in a manger. He was announced by angels 

and worshiped by shepherds, and there in Luke chapter 2 we see the little Lord Jesus, wrapped in strips of 

cloth and lying in a manger. We can imagine it as a beautiful scene, the baby Jesus asleep on the hay, Mary 

treasuring all these things and pondering them in her heart, the shepherds, the sheep. We imagine it as 

quiet and peaceful. It’s something we can easily picture in a manger scene. Here is a scene we can relate 

to, we can grasp. 

But this morning we listen to John, and John introduces us to something we cannot grasp. He begins his 

Gospel by taking us right into the deep end of the pool. He takes us back to the beginning. And not just back 

to the beginning where Genesis begins, as in “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” but 

back before the beginning, to the beginning before there was a beginning. John takes us back to eternity, to 

a place that has no beginning. When there is only God, who has no beginning. And the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 

You know that this year commemorated the 50
th
 anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969, and this 

year there was considerable interest in lots of the old photos and film that were taken during that time of the 

space race. One of the classic photos from that era was the image of Earth taken from the lunar orbiter, a 

picture of our planet hanging in the black vastness of space. And someone noted that everything that has 

ever happened in all of human history happened on that little ball called Earth floating in space. Every 

human being who ever lived, every human accomplishment and invention, every word ever written or 

spoken, every sin ever committed, every act of love and kindness—it all happened on this planet, which is 

but a tiny flyspeck in a vast galaxy called the Milky Way, and which galaxy is but a flyspeck in the vast ocean 

of the known universe. 

And now we come back to John, who says, “Through him all things were made. Without him was nothing 

made that has been made.” The Creator is infinitely greater than his creation. The vast universe is still finite, 

and it only had its beginning a brief moment ago when God said, “Let there be . . .”, but its Creator is infinite 

and without beginning. Take another look at the baby in the manger, the one you can hold, the child you can 

grasp. In him, Scripture says, “all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). How can the 

finite contain the infinite? How can omnipotent power be bounded by space and time and embodied in 

someone so humble and so tiny and so weak as the baby Jesus? I don’t know, but Holy Scripture tells us it 

is so. On the night he was betrayed Jesus prayed to his Father, “Glorify me in your presence with the glory I 

had with you before the world began” (John 17:5). Jesus is eternally begotten of his Father. He is eternally 

God the Son. 

So of everything that has ever happened on this Earth, this event, this momentous occasion that we 

celebrate today, is the apex of human history. This is the pinnacle! God enters his world. God becomes part 

of his creation. God takes on flesh to become our brother. God has come to help his people, to rescue us 

from our darkness, from our wickedness, from our evil. God has come to rescue us from ourselves and from 



all that we by our sins have deserved. Before the momentous occasion of the birth of his Son, God sent 

John the Baptist to prepare the way. John the Baptist testified to the light. He pointed to Jesus and said, 

“Look the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Throughout his life on earth Jesus was 

surrounded by witnesses who pointed to him and testified to who he is, so that the greatest event in human 

history—the entrance of God into the world he created—would not go unnoticed and ignored. 

And yet, that’s what happened. He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world 

did not recognize him. Stop and reflect on that. Jesus’ miracles showed everyone that he was more than a 

mere human being. They validated his claim to be God’s Son. Still people rejected him. Jewish leaders knew 

Jesus had risen from the dead, but they were so angry at Jesus, so hungry for power, so blinded by unbelief 

that they refused to trust Jesus for life. The Light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

understood it. The world did not recognize him. He came to his own, but his own did not receive him. The 

natural human heart is hostile to God. It does not submit to God, nor can it do so. The blind cannot see. The 

spiritually blind are so blind they don’t know they’re blind. Jesus calls people to repent of sin; people insist 

on continuing to wallow in their filth. Jesus testifies to God’s eternal love, but people spurn God’s love. 

In this Gospel John holds up a mirror in front of us and lets us look into the mirror of our natural selves. By 

ourselves we will not believe in Jesus. We cannot believe in Jesus. This speaks to the spiritual blindness 

and the spiritual death in which you and I were once trapped, and it makes us stop and praise God for the 

miracle of our conversion to believe in Jesus. To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or 

a husband’s will, but born of God. 

By the Spirit’s work in your heart, you are not like those in the darkness who do not understand the light. By 

his light, you do comprehend Jesus. You do embrace the Christ child as your Savior and your God, because 

you have been born of God. Born of God—there’s another powerful mind-blowing concept that eludes our 

understanding. You had no control over when you were born. You did not help yourself be born. All you did 

was make life very difficult for your mother during those painful hours of labor when she gave you birth. The 

picture of birth is really a very beautiful and powerful picture of how God brought us into his family. God gave 

us birth by his Spirit. You were born of water and of the Spirit. It was God’s doing, not yours. In his mercy he 

chose you, gave you spiritual birth, made you his child, brought you into his family, placed his name on you, 

and made you his. 

You know the miraculous facts about Christmas; you know them very well. You know about the virgin who 

conceived and gave birth; about the angels that announced the Savior’s birth to the shepherds; about the 

star that guided the Magi. But the greatest miracle of Christmas is that the tiny newborn baby born of a 

human mother is God himself entering the human race. It’s the only way our salvation could be 

accomplished. The innocent life of God’s Son had to be offered. The blood of God had to be spilled—

payment of infinite worth for sinful rebellion against the infinite holiness of our Maker. This is the miracle, as 

St. Paul describes it in his letter to the Philippians: “Being in very nature God, [Jesus] did not consider 

equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to death—even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). 

This morning we go from the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay into the deep end of the pool, into mysteries 

that our minds cannot grasp, into truths that our reason cannot comprehend. The Word became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us. The eternal Logos clothed himself with humanity and became our real brother. 

He entered our world for one reason: So that we could lay hold of God. “No one has ever seen God, but God 

the only Son, who came from the Father’s side, has made him known” (John 1:18). He came as our 

Substitute under the law to fulfill the law, to be our Righteousness. He came as our Substitute to endure the 

wrath of his Father, to be our sin and to become our sacrifice. He came full of grace and truth to reveal the 

loving heart of God. He wants no sinner to perish, but that all repent, find life in his Son, and live forever. 

Gaze with me into the manger this morning, and see the love of God, his gracious gift to you clothed in 

human flesh and wrapped in swaddling clothes. Worship your Savior, the Word made flesh, who came from 

the Father full of grace and truth. Amen. 

 


